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Premier Asquith Will Be Forced
to Act Wisely to Avoid Impending

Strife.

NATION WOULD CLING
TO CHERISHED TRADITION

Laborites, Ireland and South Wales
Miners Already Are Threatening

Trouble.

BY OLIVER OWEN KUHN.
Emblazoned upon the banners of

British tradition has been a motto held
most sacred."The Briton always is
ready to die for his nation, his empire."
As the new year dawns with its clatterof arms, with strife, turmoil and

terror over practically the whole of
Europe, Britons today stand face to
face with forced abandonment of their
cherished boast.
England has awakened to the fact

that if she is to win the great war now

being waged against the (rermanic
nations and their allies she must have
men, more men, hundreds of thousands
of them. The government h^s called
again and again, advertised, schemed
arid devised ways to attract the needed
forces. Admittedly it has failed. Now
it is forced to take drastic steps.forced
attestation and possibly eventually
drastic conscription.
The little speck which appeared over

Oreat Britain's horizon three months
back now is a ihunder cloud. It is
expected to break into a terrific storm,
unless the present government steers

,
its perilous course wisely.
There are hundreds of thousands of

people in threat Britain who cannot
forget the old and almost sacred motto
on their national escutcheon. They
are eager to win the war, but believe
that f hp npprfpH mpti can hp nhtuinprl
fii other ways than even abbreviated
forms of conscription. It is these people,who have firm champions in
Premier Asquith's cabinet, who'threaten
to vent their indignation upon the governmentas is at present constituted
if it dares violate tradition. That the
government itself realises how delicate
the situation is is indicated by a portionof an official statement issued duringthe week, designed to curtail popularfeeling on the conscription issue,
which said:
"In a matter which touches so many

Ingrained prejudices the government
may be expected to move warily. The
ministers must be prepared for some
opposition to their proposals, howeverlimited in form."
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Premier Asquith formally has announcedthat it will be necessary to
adopt some

Measure Aimed c o m p u 1»ory
» . .. method whereAgainst"Slackers.'by the Rreater

portion of England's slackers.those
men who refuse to enlist.will be
forced to do so. First measures will be
directed against the single men who
up to date have been apathetic in regardto the war and on one pretext or

another have refused to join the colors.
Premier Asquith has promised the mar-

} ried men of the nation that they will
be the last to be called.
Upon announcement of the govern-

ment's policy there immediately arose
discord in the cabinet, and several mem-
bers are reported to have announced
their intention of resigning. Possibly
a few will do so, but it is generally
believed that a moderate form of con-

tion, will keep several of those op-
posing complete and sweeping: com-
pulsion in the cabinet. Premier As-
qufth rs said to have gained already
acknowledgment from several of the

# stanrhest anti-conscriptionists that
something of firm character must be
done. The government is framing its
bill, which will be introduced in the
house of commons during the present
week Even should Premier Asquith
he successful in retaining the major
part of his cabinet, a storm is sure to
arise over the nation. The laborites
everywhere have made threats every
time conscription has been hinted, and
are largely responsible for forcing the
Thi- l of Derby plan, which has been
riven a try-out. Th.ey are expected to
'.ate trouble for any measure savor-I

of conscription when it reaches the
house Ireland also is firmly opposed
t the idea of forcing her men into the
army, and it is reported that the governmentmeasure will studiously avoid
application to Ireland. The tens of
thousands of miners in south Wales
who have caused the British governmentmuch worry since the war broke
out. and in many ways demonstrated

9 their lack of patriotic sympathy for the
present conflict, have sounded notes of
>flance. Great interest centers in the

it conference of trades unionists of
lation which will be held during!

the coming week to take action on the
overnment'a plan. It is significant

ti'.i this meeting in not scheduled to
h» Id until January 6, a date after

Th<» introduction of the government's
n>*a-ure in the commons Premeir Asquithand his supporters are showing
great anxiety over the possible receptionof their proposed measure, this
being admitted by the press of London.

*
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Those who are hoping against hope
that England will not be torn byinternalstrife,
May Seek to Avoid which, it i*

Conscription Stigma. * .du 1

greatly deterrent to the cause of the
allie's from the standpoint of morale,
feel that possibly the government's
determined threat will force a great
majority of the slackers to make imme-
diate attestation in order to avoid the
>tigma of being forced Into the ranks.
They hope that England never will be
compelled to fall ha<-k upon her proposedconscription plan, which will becomelaw if it surmounts the parliamentarybreakers ahead.

In addition to the conscription turmoilin Great Britain, the past week
has bee-, marked by the resumption of
determined fighting on the: eastern and
western battle fronts. Events would
make it appear that the fiercest engagementsduring the remainder of the
winter will occur on these fronts. The
'Itrmang are reported to have greatlyreinforced their line* in the west and to
have sent large forces back along the
astern line to face the Russians, activitiesbetween the allies and Germanicforces in the Balkans having

«. come to a standstill for the time being.That one of the big battles of the
v. ar is being fought on the southwest«m section of the eastern line is admittedin Vienna and Petrograd. Viennadeclares that "great masses" of
Russians are being hurled against the
Austrian:*, although claiming that all
of these attacks have been repulsed,
Vienna at no time has made any
pretense of belittling the effort
of the enemy or discounting the seriousnessof the Russian offensive effort.Latest dispatches indicate that
there may be a great change along this
section of the eastern front within the
next few days. The present great Rusrsianoffensive, which seems to be not
confined solely to the southwestern section.was foreshadowed lust week when

' the WftrWulftter announced to the peopleof Russia that big events could be
expected. Along the Riga section of
the line and In the rearlone about
Prlntk* where some of the bloodiest
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PREMIER ASQilTH,
Who, forced to adopt aomr form of
conscription in England, must exert
keenest diplomacy to keep his coalitioncabinet Intact.

battles of the eastern arena have been
fought, the Germans and Russians alternatelyhave made attacks of importance.

*

After the "great retreat" in the summerand fall, the Russians, by sporadicoffen$5Russin Good Shape ives at vsri"
* cious points.for Concerted Drive. liave been

able to straighten their lines to a certaindegree. Ammunition and guns
have been furnished in plenty since a.

woeful shortage became apparent in
the German drive on Warsaw, Riga and
Dvinsk. The morale of the Russian
soldiers is declared to be excellent and
the hope has been expressed among
the allied nations that oni;c a new
and general offensive /was attempted
by the czar's men it would be of such
character as to drive the Germans and
Austrians from Russian soil. Whether
or not that offensive is now on remainsto be seen, but the indications
are that the present great battles are
but part of a general plan to move
forward and take advantage of the
winter weather, which has almost invariablyproven a decided handicap to
a|l armies operating against the Slavs.

It is reported in London that the
present offensive on the southwestern
section of the line may be part of a
plan to force the Austrians and Germansto detach a large part of their
armies ooeratina: in Serbia to the east-
em line. Rumania's c*' .rmined oppositionand refusal to grant the Russiansthe right to cross her soil to
strike Bulgaria is said to have largely
shaped the present Russian policy on
the Bessarabian frontier.
On the other hand, it is declared, the

present offensive is but part of the
general allied plan to immediately beginconcerted action with the idea of
pressing the Germans back on their
own soil in all directions, or at least
cause the kaiser and his generals to
forego incursion into the near east and
check the proposed expedition against
Egypt and the Suez canal.
The contests which have been waged

along the western front during the
week have been of determined character.Although the British have been
attacked at several points and the Belgianlines subjected to a veritable rain
of artillery shells, the chief fighting
has been going on between the Germansand French in the Vosges mountains.Here the French have advanced
and been beaten back and the Germans
have suffered the same fate. The seesawof battle has sefcn the French in
the ascendancy one day and the Teutonson top the next. Particularly violentengagements have occurred about
Herzstein, three miles southwest of
Hartmanns-VVeilerkopf. where a battle
has been raging for almost two weeks.
The French at the present juncture
claim to be still holding the positions
at Hartmanns-Weilerkopf which they
wrested from the enemy last week.
The Germans claim that enemy attacks
at Herzstein have completely broken
down.

w
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tfritisri positions Between Armentieres
and Ypres have been subjected to severeattacks
British Inflict during the

,r _ week, and alHeavyLoss on Foe. tlloURh lt i8
admitted that the Germans gained the
first line of trenches at some points, it
is declared they eventually were hurled
back. Paris reports the kaiser's forces
lost 8,000 men during the battle at this
point.
The fierceness of the artillery engagements,bombing and sapping operationsover practically the whole front

indicates that a determined offensive ja

near. Whether this will be attempted
by the allies or the Germans remains
to be seen. Pat is expects that the Teu.
tone will be the first to swing their
gigantic forces forward, and believes
that another effort may be made to
reach Paris. That the allies are ready
for any such move is confidently asserted.
London military experts are more inclinedto the belief that the allleB will

sound the "Forward" cry immediately.
The Franco-British armies are declared
to be in excellent fettle, thoroughly
equipped and in every way prepared
for a sustained offensive designed to
drive the Germans out of France and
Belgium. It is declared that they are
only waiting for improved weather in
order that the success of such a movementmight be better assured, for, it
is said, the roads along practically the
whole western front are almost impassablyto supply trains, and the battlefieldsthemselves are quagmires. An
offensive under such conditions could
not hope to be carried out with the
fullest success.
The end of another week's lull on the

main Balkan front finds the allies in an
optimistic humor. They have thoroughlyintrenched themselves before
Saloniki. and that port has been made
one of the strongest fortified cities in
all Europe. Additional forces are being
landed da.ilv. The Aimtrianw and
mans are reported to be withdrawing
large forces from the main battle
front, leaving the Turks and Bulgarians
to care for this section.

*
» *

A concerted move against the reinforcedand re-equipped Serbians inAlbaniais not

Auitriam Checked without the
, bounds ofby the Montenegrins. . . . .bl,Uyi

and the fact that the Italians have been
able to land large forces and are now

co-operating with the Serbians makes
such a move on the part of the Teutons
seem advisable. The Austrians are
meeting the moat determined resistance
in their campaign against Montenegro,
and this little kingdom claims that the
invaders have been thrown back at
many points, and further asserts that
the enemy 1ms been punished three
the withdrawal of Germanic troops for
suffered. It seems likely, In view of
times more heavily than its forces have
©iteration elsewhere, the Austrians
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Fierce Fighting Is Resumed on

Both Eastern and Western
Fronts.
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I GIGANTIC OFFENSIVE
EXPECTED OF RUSSIANS

Engagements in Vosges of Terrible
Character.Allies at Saloniki

Are Optimistic.

have weakened their Montenegrin
front, for, while operating: with full
forces, they penetrated almost thirty
miles on Montenegrin soil, winning almostat will.
Despite the activity of the entente

powers 011 the. several fronts, it is
declared in Constantinople that the
German and Turkish threat against
Egypt and the Suez canal is about
to be realized. The Germans are sendinggreat guns to Constantinople, and
these, with their mountings, are to be
sent to points where they can shell
the canal {rom long distances. Turkishforces continue to be prepared for
the Kgyptian drive and Constantinople
and Berlin both report continued successesfor the Arabs in their activities
against the British in Africa.

It is generally believed in the capitalsof all belligerent nations that
vital events, which will have a great
bearing on the outcome of the present
general conflict are about to come
to pass. Just where the chief blows
will be struck is a matter of conjecture
but that the military hammer is sure
to fall heavily within the next week
on at least one of the several battle
fronts is contldently believed.
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WESTERN ARENA.
* *

Chronological Events.
SUNDAY.

Mining operations and intense, artilleryactions prevail over many sections
of the front.

MONDAY.
Aii»ea monitor oombards w estendeBad.
German parapets destroyed by allied

artillery fire In Belgium.
Announcement is made of the withdrawalof Indian troops from the westernfront.
German detachment dispersed northeastof Chilly.
German attack on French position

near Hill 193, in Champagne, reported
repulsed.

TUESDAY.
French attack German positions on

the Hirzstein, but attack breaks down,
according to Germans.
Paris reports renewal of fierce artililery engagements in. the Vosges.
Fighting at close quarters between

French and Germans in Chaulnes sector.
German munitions depot is exploded

near Steenstraete in Belgium.
French shell railway station at Leas.
French claim to have taken possessionof more German trenches atHartmanns-Weilerkopf.
German artillery particularly active

south of La Bassee canal and at Ypres.
WEDNESDAY.

French report successes n recapture
of German trenches at HartmannsWeilerkopf,but Germans claim they
were eventually ousted.
British reported to have lost two

aeroplanes, one at Lens, the other at
Han.
French report repulse of Germans in

front of Dompierre.
Fierce artillery engagements are reportedover whole front, coupled with

mining and sapping operations.
Sixteen British aeros shell Comines

station.
THURSDAY.

German ammunition depots exploded
near Beaurains.
German battery silenced near 'Soissons.
Artillery action continues in Hartmanns» Weilerkopf region.
Twelve encounters between German

and British aeros. Each belligerent
loses one machine.
Germans report capture of British

trench near Hulluch.
FRIDAY.

Allies report successful bombardment
of German first and second lines of
trenches in Belgium.
German work west" of Soupier demolishedby allied fir*.
French report repulse of infantry attackin region of Hlrzstein.

: ^ j .>

EASTERN ARENA.
« .i.<

Chronological Events
SUNDAY.

Russians report silencing of /several
{enemy batteries on the Riga fijbnt.

Genitalis attack Russians Mouth of
Ikskul, under cover of gas. I

MONDAY.
Russian reconnoitering parties reportedrepulsed near Bcrestiafriy, northwestof Czartorysk.
Russians report destruction of Germanpost at Schmarden, and one at

Novo Podcherevitchi.
TUESDAY.

Eight Russian attacks, since Christmas,on Austrian positions on the Bessarabiaborder are reported repulsed.
Russians report repulse of German

attack south of Lake Babbit in the
Riga region.
Russians report desperate fighting

south of the Pripet and In Galicia.
WEDNESDAY.

t

Important battle reported to be on betweenthe Austrians and Russians 0*1
Bessarabian border. Austrlans repoFt
failure of Russian attacks.
Austrians retire east of Purkanov in

face of superior forces.
Russians report flight of Germans beforebayonet attack on left bank of the

River Aa.
Germans report failure of Russian attacknear Ruggasem.

i II U 1

Kant Galician battles Increase In intensity.
Auetrians report repulse of Hussians

on Ikwa-Putilow ka front.
Russians reported badly defeated in

attack at Burkanow bridgehead.
FRIDAY.

Desperate engagementsjeported south
of Pripet.
Austrians report repulse of several

Rush attacks between Huczacs and Wisnloweiyk.
Russian losses in Kast Ualicia are reportedto be heavy.

BALKAN ARENA. }
«.

Chronological Events.
SUNDAY.

Montenegrins report further advances
against the Austrians, capturing Goudouche,Donevo and Dobrido from the
enemy.

MONDAY.
Bulgarians reported to have withdrawnfour miles from Grecian border

and to be fortifying line.
Expected inactivity on Salonlki front

reported from Athens.
Berlin reports distention between

*
/

Greeks and British and French and
British.
Russians report sinking: of enemy

submarine in Black sea naval engagement.
Montenegrins repulse Austrians at

Ltoubovla.
TUESDAY.

Montenegrins reported to have retiredfrom Godjewe to Bljoca.
Italian forces landed at Avlgna reportedto have reached northern frontierof Epirus.

WEDNESDAY.
Montenegrins report repulse of Austrian®at several points and claim to

have inflicted great losses on the foe.
Italian forces occupy Durazze, Albania.
Quiet prevails on the Salonikl front.
French aeros bombard Bulgaria positionsat Petrik.

THURSDAY.
Montenegrins report annihilation of

Austrian detachment and capture of
1,500 prisoners on the Sanjals front.
Berlin announces victory over combinedItalian and Serbian forces in Albania.
Rome hears reports that Essad Pasha,

provincial president of Albania, has de-
clared war on Austria ana Bulgaria.
Withdrawal of Austro-German forces

on the Macedonian frontier is reported.
British reported to have debarked

troops at Kavala.
Allies arrest German, Austrian, Turkishand Bulgarian consuls at Saloniki

as result of enemy air raids.
FRIDAY.

Quiet prevails in practically the whole
Balkan region.

: $ . >

AUSTRO-ITALIAN ARENA. |
j* *

Chronological Events.
SUNDAT.

Intense artillery engagements prevail
over Tyrol-Trentlno-Carnia front.
Austrians report repulse of Italian attackson the-southern part of Doberdo

plateau.
MONDAY.

Italian artillery fire against Austrian
batteries near C'ologna causes several
heavy explosions.
Success claimed by Italians in encountersin the valleys of the Rio Camerasand Maggio torrent.
Austria reports considerable losses

for the Italians in the Ktsch valley,
south of Rovereto.

TUESDAY.
Italians continue work of strengtheningtheir lines over the whole front.
Austrians report fighting south and

southeast of Tyrol.
WEDNESDAY.

Italians report dispersal of Austrian
convoys at Por.
Austrians fail in attempt td disturb

work of strengthening Italian lines
west of Gorizia and on the Carso.
Italians repulsed on Monte Barbonile

and in the region of Col di Lana, accordingto Vienna.
THURSDAY.

Italians report repulse of several
Austrian attacks south of Rovereto and
In Col di Lana region.

FRIDAY.
Vienna reports repulse of two attackssoutheast of Horbole.

;

THE DARDANELLES.
«8» . ..1

Chronological Events.
SUNDAY.

AlKod a»ro «hr»t down nwr Seridul
Bahr. Turks report damage to enemy
trenches at this point.
Turks report bringing down of enemyflier near Birelsabe.

MONDAY.
Turks silence guns of allied cruiser

and torpedo boat at Anafarta, compellingthem to withdraw.
Violent grenade fighting near Seddul

Bahr.
TUESDAY.

French cruiser bombards Turkish batterieson Anatolian coast. Turks reportvessel hit with shells and later envelopedin flames.
WEDNESDAY.

Turks bombard allied positions at
Seddul Bahr and Tekke Burnu.

THURSDAY.
Violent rifle and bomb fighting near

Seddul Bahr and over practically the
whole Gallipoli front.

FRIDAt.
Turks shell'allied positions at Seddul

Bahr and Tekke Burnu.
Turk aero drops bombs on transport

and armed ship Swiftsure.

BUILD RAILWAY FROM
ARGONNES TO BAGDAD

Germans Overcome Difficulties of Al-1
most Imnassable Roads by Won-

derful System.

Correspondence of the Associated Press.
IN THE ARGONNES. France, December10.."All aboard for Bagdad." Such

was the humorous suggestion of a

sprightly German officer as the tiny engineon the Argonne railway whistled
for its departure. (
From the Argonnes to Bagdad is

quite a stretch, even for the imaginaition,and yet, through the seemingly
Impossible construction of a railroad
through the French mountains, the
Germans have in fact established a

connection, more or less direct, but
nevertheless unbroken, from the
trenches at the front in the west to
the Asiatic city of their Turkish ally.
To build the Argonnes railway the

Germans went to an abandoned F rench
mine, and from a depth of some 500
meters resurrected miles of trackage
which at no end of care and trouble
has been laid on the surface, over
land so swampy and difficult that the
first train came to grief simply through
sinking Into the ground.
Thus far two main lines have been

constructed.the one centimeters
wide (37 inches) and the other 1.5
meters wide (38.5 inches). On the sectionnearest the actual front bensol
engines are used, because of their comparativelynoiselessness. Farther away
from the trenches tinv steam engines
arttw me UIIIUUUUVC trains.

Engine Capacity of Four Cars.
The engines have an approximate

capacity of four cars.better perhaps.therails and roadbed can stand
that much weight without disappearing
from view.and are busy every hour
of the twenty-four in the transportationof troops, supplies, ammunition
and, when possible, wounded.
Automobiles which have come to grief

on the terrible roads of the Argonnes
have been rebuilt, and have been
equipped with 87 or 38.6 gauge wheels
of steel in order that they may serve
as "cars de luxe" for officers who have
to travel from one point to another
behind the front. The sight of officers
lolling back In dismantled machines
towed by diminutive locomotives in-
variably provokes, flrst, merriment, and
then admiration for the system that
has literally made something out of
nothing and has found a wav to overcomethe difficulties of the almost impassableArgonnes roads.
These difficulties have been enormous.

Rainy weather has been the rule
rather than the exception In the Argonnesfor months, and It has been a

gigantic task to keep the roads.rutted
by supply trains and ammunition
columns and artillery.from degeneratinginto mere bogs. The task of
maintaining regular and workable
communications with the extreme front
bag been unbelievably bard.

MILITARY QUARTERS"
VAST BUSINESS HIVE
Associated Press Correspondent

Tells of Personal Visit
in the Field.

GERMAN ARMY LIKENED
TO BIG TRADE INDUSTRY

Officers Are Branch Managers and
Private Soldiers Take Place of

Employes About Office.

Correspondence of the Associated Press.
* fn/Atirar TM CPDDT A rtsnamhAP 10
jx ivrvn xn oljivutiit wwhikv. - .

A general headquarter® In the field of the
German army resembles closely the managementof a large business. The officers
are branch managers whom convention
and necessity has stuck into uniforms,
and the private soldiers take. the place
of employes about the office. For their
stereotyped garb there is no better reason
than that combatants, according to militarylaw, thust indicate their status by
distinct dress. Beyond that a general
headquarters is not a military' instruction
in the popular conception of that term*
It is purely an administrative office constantlyorganizing and reorganizing.
War on a scale as the European strugglelias reached becomes, by the huge demandsit makes, by the pressure it exerts

upon participating individuals, and by the
recurrence of the necessity for doing a

certain thing, a business. Even the head
of the group, the commander, the tactician
and strategist, is again and again confrontedwith the same demands of the
military situation ; there are times when
he must leave minor tactical details to
his staff officers, and all phases of his
work which recur too often, and are,
therefore, commonest, he must leave in
the hands of subordinates altogether.
General headquarters is, in other words,
an aggregate of trained managers and
workers, which could successfully run any
enterprise, and which, by virtue of its
discipline among all concerned, would be
a dangerous competitor to a civilian organizationin the same field.
Such is the impression one gains at

the general headquarters of Field Marshallvon Mackensen, presiding genius
of the Austro-Hungarian-German forces
in Serbia. In this establishment everythingmoves noiselessly, frictionless,
positively, at a speed which is not expressedin revolutions of machinery,
but in the pulse-beats of a great, expansion-seekingand seemingly inexhaustibleforce.

Life at Headquarters Described.
The character of an armv is best

judged by conditions prevailing at base
headquarters. The Associated Press
correspondent spent two hours at the
one in question. The captain in charge,
a ^young man of about thirty-six, pre-
siaeu in mi inner omce. several noncommissionedofficers sat at tables in
an outer room Officers and men came
for this and that, usually addressing a
sergeant. The brusque demeanor toward
subordinates with which the German
officer has been associated was wholly
absent. Several oificers wanted wheel
transportation.
"Sorry, sir! None available at this

moment," the sergeant would say.
One of the officers thought he would

have to get a wagon, no matter how.
This attitude took the case out of the
sergeant's hands. Just then the bate
commander entered the outer room. The
officer turned to him with an introductionof himself by himself and a vigorousclack of his heels.
"Very sorry! Have no wagons here

just now," said the base chief in a
friendly tone, which for all of its
warmth told the other that the informationgiven by the sergeant shouldhave sufficed.
A major entered. He had been sentfrom Berlin to superintend the harvestof the grapes, which were on the vergeof rotting on the hillsides, but whosejuice would be welcome to the woundedin the hospitals. It seemed that hehad caused a large and suitable cellarto be cleared for the barrels in whichthe Juice was to be stored. During thenight a cavalry organization had neededshelter for its horses and had usedthe cellar for this purpose. The majorwas indignant.
"That will happen," said the captain"Get the cellar cleaned again and thenwe'll station a guard there."
Serbian Campaign Disagreeable.
The incident was settled. But the

major had more trouble. He did not
have men enough to gather the grapes,and what men he had were none too
proficient.
"Very well! We can fix that. Ask

Berlin to send you a hundred or so of
landsturm men from some town in the
Palatinate or along the Rhine. Theywould enjoy the trip."The major said he would do that andleft fully satisfied.
The campaign In Serbia has been disagreeableenough to have soured thedisposition of anybody. Rains havefallen constantly, and men figure nolonger on the absence of mud, but onhow little there Is. Everybody rejoiceswhen the rnim is only ankle deep, androads are cauled bad only when theslush runs Into the topboots fromabove.
Conversation at table in the messstarted and ended with mud A trainofficer knew Mis business in copingwith the thick, adhesive Serbian1"gumbo" to the last- detail. Somebodywanted to know of him why oxen werebetter than horses as draught animals;,on muddy roads. The questioned was j,a guard cavalry officer, and inwardlyresented the slighting tone with whichthe "train" spoke of horses.
"Simple," explained the train officer."Due to the construction of the hoofsof both animals. When the horse stepsinto stiff mud its hoof remains as big jwhen it is pulled out as it was whenset down. The mud, meanwhile, has ,.

tiwBou uyur iu« now, ana every timejthe animals must exert a pull of about!five kilograms (ten pounds) to get itsoot out. With the ox it Is different,because the hoof, being cloven, openson the downward motion and closes onthe up>vard motion. It is smaller whenpulled out than it was when set down. 11In addition the weight of the body isbetter distributed in the ox."
The officer had never before movedanything by means of oxen. But a fewdays' contact with the animal had madehim theoretically and practically an expertin the handling of "ox" trains.Away from their duties the Germanofficers proved most agreeable com-panions, men who could land and accepta Joke. Even the older men took

an almost boyish interest in the wittyand animated conversation of theiryouthful messmates. Everybody seem-ed glad to be under a roof and have a
meat before him and a glass of Munichbeer and a cigar in prospect. I
They were not tired of the war, it J

seemed. The job in hand would be i
thoroughly done, they said. The opin^ion of the neutral public and press did
not bother them any more, since, as i
they felt, Germany and her allies could
not do anything to please the neutrals.
"We depended upon ourselves," said a

colonel. "And while we value the opin-
ions of strangers, have valued the opin-much In Germany in recent years, we «
have come to the point where we don't
care, because caring on our part has J
not helped us any. If the world choses
to believe we are barbarians, then the
world must, and no doubt will, please 1
itself. But I say that it cannot influenceour actions or the outcome of
the war when people call us bad names.
We have our faults, no doubt.enoughof them, in fact.but we also have our '

good qualities and the right to defend i
ourselves by all the means admissible ]in modern warfare."
As the colonel spoke tho hum of conversationceased. Heads along the *

table nodded silent approval. i
"The opinion of prejudiced neutrals <

be damned." said a young lieutenant. <
who thus recorded what may be looked i
upon as the extreme view held in the i
German army on this subject.
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BY FRANK H. SIMONDS,
Author of "The Great War."

(Copyright, 1915, by the Tribune Association.)
To strike at Britain through Egypt

is no new strategic conception. Nannlonnit in (hA i>1nsinir VPRr Of
the eighteenth century. His early
successes there were considerable. He
took Alexandria, won a battle under
the shadow of the pyramids, from
which many centuries, as he reminded
his soldiers, looked down upon them.
He captured Cairo and ruled in Egypt
for some months. What is even more

interesting at the present moment is
the fact that he took an army of more
than 10,000 French soldiers across the
desert into Syria, won a victory at El
Arish, on the Egyptian boundary, but
met the first great defeat of his life
before the walls of Acre, a defeat at
the hands of a British fleet and a garrisonreinforced by British troops.
For many years the dream of strikingthe British through Suez and with

the aid of Turkish troops, German led,
has been discussed in all the various
volumes of the German writers, who
have been forecasting the fall of the
British Empire. For these writers the
Suez canal has become the exposed
heel of the British Achilles, and they
have seen the fate of the British empiresettled along the waterway that
De Lesseps constructed to connect the
east with the west.
Having hacked their way through

Serbia to the Golden Horn, having in
the years before the war and in the
months since it broke out pushed the
construction of the Bagdad railway,
the Germans have now a highway runningfrom the Bosporus, facing Constantinople,to the edge of the Sinai
desert, which, save for a single break
in the Taurus mountains, provides
transportation by rail for heavy artilleryand for supplies to a point a
1<tt1* mnra than u hundred miles ffOm
the Suez canal itself. From the foot
of the Dead sea there stretches westwardover the deserts, by roads, the
children of Israel may have used in
part in their great migration to the
Promised land, a desert route, destitute
of water save for a few wells, which
the Turks* and the Germans must followfrom the Mecca railroad, which
they are to quit near the Dead sea.

New Railroads.
For some flfty miles westward, that

is from the Dead sea to the frontier
town of El Arish, on the Mediterranean,where Turkish and Egyptian
territories meet, the Germans are reportedto have pushed a new line in
recent months. Wonderful stories of
a double-tracking operation on the
Damascus line, from Damascus to the
Dead sea; of piping parties carrying
aqueducts across the desert toward
Suez; these have been spread abroad
in recent months, but they deserve
little credence. TurkeJ* is hardly able
to push railroad construction while
her ports are all closed and her connectionwith Germany by rail still
lacking.
What is certain is that for a thrust

against Egypt from the Syrian region
the Germans have available at tjieir
backs the Mecca and Bagdad railroads,
and that they have doubtless collected
much material and ammunition against
the time when the arrival of German
officers and arms at Constantinople
would open the way for the return to
the attack upon Egypt; for it must be
remembered tin. t last v. inter the Turks
atnr ri:o 1e a desperate dash to the
lighting bejore they were actually

and put up .-onie fairly stiff
repulsed.
Some time in the n.-xt :*.-w rionths it

reasonably certain that a great
».- pushed along the

"uti Napoleon followed toward Egypt.
There have L>« :< e^tinw :.>w of 500,000
Turks. Ccrnia:. v hich are pre-,
nostcrous. On the other hand, there
is no r -usort why t i. Turks, some-jv.-hat relieved of tlw strain upon their
numbers in hi- at to three campaigns.j
that against Russia in the Caucasus,!
against the Anglo-French forces at
Gallipoli, against the British expedition
in Mesopotamia.cannot collect 150,000,
perhaps 200,000, fairly good troops for
an Egyptian expedition.
To munition such a force at the end

of 1.500 miles of single track railroad,
about the span between the Dead sea
and the Bosporus, a railroad that is
broken in the Taurus by a difficult
transfer over rocky mountain roads,
often snowblocked for days in winter,
will not be an easy task: It may be impossibleto supply a force as large.
But, taking things as they appear,
there is a reasonable chance that the
Teuto-Turk force will number between
V00.000 and 200,000.

Where Napoleon Marched.
Conceiving: that this force can be concentratedat K1 Arish, on the Egyptian

frontier, there then lies before it some

hundred miles of march across a bias-
ing desert, with almost no points of
water. This is the route Napoleon fol-
lowed, and the old histories preserve
picturesque engravings of the great
conqueror marching: on foot at. the head
of his columns across this waste. Somethinglike ten days tjils march took
Napoleon, who, it should be recalled,
had with him just above 10,000 men.
On this route the invaders would unquestionablybe harried by the British

troops. The wells would be rendered
unfit for use, and it would be necessary
to carry the water needed with the
army. On the other hand, there is no
real obstacle to the construction of a

light railroad behind the army as it
advances. Thus the German leaders
might take a leaf out of the hook of
Kitchener's campaign in the Sudan and
to Khartum. At the end of two or three
months of operations there is no rea-
son why the Germans should not sue-
ceed in extending to the very edge of
the Suez canal a light railway con-
riecting with the Mecca line south of
the Dead sea, provided only that the
British choose to wait for the invasion
behind their own fortifications at the
edge of the canal.
By contrast, it must be remembered

that the British are able, if they choose,
with far sweater ease arid resources at
their command, to extend the railroad
that now reaches the canal at Ismailia,
coming east from Cairo, eastward
across the desert, to any point they
may select as a place for making their
defense of the canal. What they have
recently done to prepare against the
attack we know little about, but it is a
fact that the British have faced op.
such attack, and for more than a year
have known that a second and more
serious thrust was likely to come.
It is justifiable to suppose that the

British may have elected to defend the
Suez canal to the east of the waterway,
because one of the objects of the defenseis not merely to keep the Turks
jut of Egypt, but to preserve the great
Jitch safe and thus keep open the short
road to India, while the Teuto-Turks
will win a partial victory if they are
ible to destroy the canal, even if they
fail to reach the Nile.

Turkey's First Try.
What happened in the first drive at

3uex we know in part. Roughly speakngit was this: Some 25,000 Turks
pushed rapidly west across the desert
Yoiti El Artsh and arrived at the edge

the canal. On their arrival they
ound that the first thirty miles of the
iitch had been covered by great inunlatlons;British engineers had coaxed
:he water back front the Mediter

anehnInto the ancient Lake of Tlneh.
Lnd as far south as El Kantara a wall
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Observation.
of water shut off the invaders from the
canal.
But at El Kantara, wliicl) in Arabic

means ''bridge," the ancient caravan
1 vuic A I IWU 1 111 V > K > I L I^aoccu
tween the old Lake of Tinen and anotherlake that of Balai. through the
bed of which the canal had been laid.
A gap of two or three miles here, protectedonly by the narrow ditch of the
canal Itself, led into Egypt. Apparently,however, the gap was too strongly
fortified, for no serious attack was
nade here.
South of the Balai lake there is anothergap, this some eight miles wide

between Balai lake and Tlmsah lake.
Here the canal passes through the
Gishr cutting, which recalls Culebra,
and was the one considerable obstacle
that the engineers who built the ditch
had to deal with. Here there is a

ridge some fifty-two feet above the sealevel.But again the Turks made little
effort in this gap, confining themselves
to a demonstration while the main
operation was' going on.
South again there is another gap.

some five miles wide, between Timsah
lake and the Bitter lakes, which tor
gether form a considerable body of
water more than ten miles long. It
was at this gap that the Turks aimed
'their main attack last year. The imIportance of the point is plain from
the map. Ju6t to the north, near the
town of Ismailia, the railroad, coming
east from Cairo, forks, sending one
branch north along the west bank of
the canal to Port Said, 011 the Mediterranean.and another south on the
west bank to Suez. Cairo is less than
a hundred miles due west from Ismailia.
and from the Niles there comes east
parallel to the railroad a fresh water
canal.
Had the Turks been able to cross the

canal at this point they would promptly"have cut the railroad, isolating both
Suez and Port Said and opening a road
straight to Cairo. To do this they
launched a series of attacks upon the
small villages of Tusum and Serapeum.
both west of the canal.

Failure of the Movement.
For the attack the Turks had brought

with them a large number of small
boats, constructed by German mechanicsUnder cover of their artillery, and
taking advantage of a fog, the Turks
made a general attack and succeeded
in launching a number of boats, but
these were promptly overwhelmed by
British artillery fire and none of them
ever reached the western bank of the
canal.
Meantime the Turks were heavily

bombarded by a number of British and
French warships, which had been stationedat intervals along the canal.
For their part the Turks succeeded in
disabling temporarily one of the ships,
but their defeat was complete. The
next day the British buried some 800
bodies at one point, and the total loss
of the expedition was estimated at
above 10,000.
One more attack the Turks did make.

This was little more than a demonstrationagainst the final stretch of
the canal, between the Bitter lakes
and the Gulf of Suez, but this was
easily beaten off. After a very brief
delay the whole expedition took to its
heel, and fied back across the desert.
So much for the first failure. Examiningthe map, it is plain that the new

atack, if it comes, will be directed
either against the Tusum-Serapeum
front or else to the north, between the
Balai and Timsah lakes, because a
successful atack at either point would
cut the railroad and isolate the balanceof the force defending the front.
In their first attack the Turks disclosedfew heavy guns, and were

actually defeated by the heavy artilleryof their foes It may be expected
that in any new attempt they will be
provided with very heavy German
artillery, and that one of the purposes
of their attack will be to destroy the
waterway, even if they are unable to
force a way into Egypt. Quite as plainlythe British purpose must be to protectthe waterway to save Egypt, and
to lose the use of the Suez canal for
some months would be. if not a defeat,
a verv real hardship.

The Limit of Profit.
On the other hand, it must be recog-

nized that to destroy the canal tem-
porarily would bring only a limited
amount of profit. While the through
traffic with the eafct, with India and
China, would have to go by the cape;
route, involving on extra 5,000 miles
of steaming, there would still be open
the railroad and river route by the
Nile and Port Soudan, which would en-
able the British to move troops to the
east or the west, and, if the Suez-
Cairo railroad were not destroyed, it
would be possible to send them by
Alexandria, '^ai^o and Suez

In point of fact, it is plain that the
Germans have considerably exagger-
ated the importance of the Suez canal
to Great Britain. If they are able to
get into the Nile valley, close the canal
and conquer Egypt they will have sucjeeeded in landing the first heavy blow
on Britain thai lias yet fallen.

But such a blow will not cut Great
Britain off from the east: it will not
imperil the imperial edifice, because
there are other roads to India--by the
cape, by Canada and by Panama. From
Egypt Britain draws nothing that .is
vital to her life at home: the colony is
purely one of exploitation. Per-
haps the chief advantage for Herman)
might be the acquisition of cotton, if
the crop were not destroyed by the
British.
By taking Egypt Germany will deal

a heavy blow to British prestige in the
east; she will threaten all North Africa,and it will be in her power to
destroy the great public works that
the British have constructed in Egypt.
This will be a very heavy loss for the
British, but it will not be such a loss
as tbev would have suffered if the Germanshad been able to reach Calais and
command the Strait of Dover; it will be
an injury, but not the sort, of injury
that makes a nation give up fighting.
The more one examines the Suez

project the more plainly it seems a desperateventure, dictated by a desire on

the part of the Germans to obtain pos-
..AcoUn nf onmfthinsr fh;tt will enable
them to talk peace, not war, with the
British. They have French, Belgian,
Serbian, Russian territory ; they have
a basis of negotiations with the Italians;but Britain has entirely escaped
them, and only through Egypt is there
a way of approach left open.

Says Britain Should Win.

But what reason is there for German
success here? The British have at
their backs a line of railroad parallelingthe canal and a line going to
Cairo. They have a sea base at Alexandria,at Suez, at Port Said. They
command the editerranean and any
amount of munitions and supplies to
Egyp both from Europe and from Asia,'
South Africa and Australia. ,

To match the resources of an assail-
ant who has to move his troops for
fifteen hundred miles over a single-
track railroad, and then for more than
a hundred over r terrible desert, the
British are able to bring their troops;
to the firing line by train and troop-15
ships, they are able to bring warships'J
to reinforce land artillery, and they 1
have all Egypt behind them as a source
for supplies.
It is difficult to see how anything but «

supreme carelessness can give the <

Turks even the smallest chance. They 1
have nothing like the chance of the 1

British at Gallipoli, for the British ad- I
vance was covered by the fleet; their i
munitions must come from Gerniany i

and their water must be shipped across i

the desert. They will deal with Brit- 1
ish officers used to desert fighting. 1
It is idle to attempt to forecast the 1

outcome of the Egyptian campaign, yet t
it la clear that without difficulty Great 3

j .
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Britain can put a quarter of a million
troops along the canal, she can call
pack her troops at Gallipolt and .<*IoniKtif necessary, an.l she has a sure
source of aid in her fleet and In the
8fJipH of her French and Italian allies
Turkey, eager to ret-over the lost

Egyptian and Tripolitan provinces.to
reconquer Africa.will unquestionablymake the campaign pladlv. But it i*
well to remember that practically the
whole campaign will have to be made
by the Turks. Artillery and officer*
may be German, engineers and railroad
managers may be Teutonic, but the
majority of the officers and enlisted
men will be Turkish, and the supply of
Turks, like that of Teutons, is not inexhaustible.and heavy drafts have
been made upon the resources by the
present and the previous war.

Regarded as Mainly a Threat.
Since there is 110 other way Germany

can attack Great Britain, and she is
beginning to realize that Britain is the
dangerous foe, the Suez attack will
probably be made But it Is hardly
likely to be made in haste. It is, I believe,more of a threat than a seriotte
purpose. The Germans hope that the
menace will bring the British to listen
to terms of peace that do. not carry anyimmediate loss to Great Britain. If the
attempt is made and fails. Germanyloses her last lever upon Brittsh opinion.So far as Britain is concerned shewill have, shot her last bolt.
Like the Balkan adventure, believe

the Egyptian conception is from the
German point of view political rather
than military. Perhaps there are Germanswho believe that the capture of
Egypt would bring Britain to heel, butthey are not the men in charge of Germanmilitary affairs. Yet the effect
upon the world of the menace has alreadybeen considerable It opens new
horizons to the German public, whose
hatred of the British has grown iwi
recent months as the immunity of Britainfrom injury has been more and
more appreciated.
But Egypt, like the Balkans, is essentiallya sideshow. The war must

be won in Flanders and Poland. Napoleondiscovered his mistake in Egyptand returned to France. He was carriedaway by a dream as romantic as
the present Teutonic conception, but
he gave it up soon.
Meantime it is well to think of the

attack as directed against a positionwith a front of not more than a hundr<»dmilps mmn tUo». V»oie n* i«

wholly inaccessible, owing to the lakes:
it is well to remember that the defendershave behind them a railroad and a
canal of fresh water; that they have
nearby bases upon the sea. from which *

they can draw every sort of supply and
unlimited reinforcements in men. Match
this against the Teuto-Turk prospect
at the end of their long single-track
railroad and with a desert before them,
and it is easy to see that the advance
upon Suez is, in reality, a forlorn h«>pef
a gambling venture, with little more
than the gambler's chance of success,

HOLY MT. ATHQS LOOKS
DOWN ON ALLIES' FORT

Armies Camp Where Legend Says
Virgin Mary Rescued Son of

Emperor Theodosius.

"Across the peninsula from the allies'
fortified Balkan port at Saloniki lies
fabled Mount Athos. today a lioly
mount to he Christians, the dominant
physical feature of the Chalcidian
region; and here, where the ancient
gods are nodding down upon the mushroomgrowth of a wonderful military
camp in the old port city, is situated a

saintly monastic community, peaceful,
reflective, a religious republic th ough
the dark ages of the Balkans." begin:;
a bulletin just issued by the National
(Jeographio Society, which tells of the
Christian stronghold on Mount Athos
that persisted in thriving to. yea: a
within tiie boundaries of the Ottoman
empire.
"Legend makes the rugged mountain

holy in the eyes of all nea: eastern
Christians, and, moreover, the same
legend has to do *with some of the
present-day discomforts of life the: e
high above the blue Agean. It is recordedthat the blessed virgin rescued
the son of the Emperor Theodosius
from shipwreck and brought him safelythrough the violent seas to the
mountain foot. As they touched upon
the shore, the sacred companion of t">«
prince commanded: "Let no other
woman's foot tread this soil after me."
And so it rotnes that no female beittud
are allowed upon the holy mount.

All Females Are Excluded.
he strict exclusion of all female

creatures from the mount, however, ^

has certain disadvantag-*»s. Thus. no
fresh eggs may 1-e had on Mount
Athos, and no milk, for the cow and
the hen, under the ban of the legend,
are kept from its area. It is a place
of masculine independence and supremacy;a land 'where all fowls are cocks,
all sheep rams, all cats Toms, all
housemaids men and most men monks.'
"The ascent of the holy mount, to

its realm t»t religious and masculine
seclusion, is a toilsome one. Above
the monasteries and the hermit cells
the culminating, colossal, conical peak
of the mount breaks Into the clouds.
This peak is so majestic that it is said
to throw its evening shadow across
distant Lemnos. Karyes, a -city of
quaint domes set in groves of hazel, is
the capital of the community, and. in
Turkish times before the war in IHiJ.
it was practically the canity! oi a
monastic republic.
"On the lower slopes? the olive, the

cypress, the lemon and the orange
form an outlying fringe of vegetation.
The higher slopes are climbed by the
oak. the beech, the chestnut, and mantledby the fir All manner of veg.

tablesand fruits are grown in t e
monastery gardens; and the low,
rambling buildings, accretive ratner
than planned, are picturesque, homey
surroundings within which to pass
away a calm, reflective life.

The Crest of Athos.
"Athos swells the tip of the eastern*

most of the three Chalcidian peninsula**.The mountain reaches a crest
tf,350 feet above the sea and plunges
precipitously into the water. Monasterieswere founded upon the mount
in the early middle ages, some say as
early as the time of ronstantine. Thcv
preserved their independence under
Moslem rule, even after assisting in a

struggle for Greek independence, ami,
for centuries, they were the center of
iireek learning.
"The peninsula on which Athos is

situated is forty miles long, and it Is
onnected with the mainland by a neck
nardly a mile and a half broad. The
way around the peninsula was a dangerousone for sailors, and Xerxes, as
Dart of his plan for invading Greece,
-an a canal through the narrow neck,
which can still be traced. In classic
itnes there were several smaller til.es
lore. Now 6,000 monks, housed in
;wenty monasteries, constitute the life
>f Athoe and its causeway to the mai.iir

I


